ENTERING   PARLIAMENT
serious affairs of life. Indeed, he was never seriously con-
cerned for anything except when his affections were engaged;
and up to this period of his life it would be too much to say
that he had affection for Sir Robert.
He was proud of him; he would have felt lessened by the
great man's overthrow. But the real excuse for his tardiness
is, I think, that he did not seriously conceive the possibility of
such an event. The Prime Minister was threatened; so for
that matter was the Hanoverian dynasty; but for as long as he
could remember, his father, Sir Robert, had ruled in the name
of a Hanoverian King. The conception of power naturally
alternating between parties in the State had not yet become
clearly formed in England; and for the last twenty years it
had been completely pushed aside by Sir Robert's dominating
will. It is true that in the spring of 1741 the Motions to
remove Walpole had made the menace concrete, but the son
was then remote from all that could drive home the reality;
and when he at last reached English soil die first signs were
of reassurance. "At Dover I found the benefit of the
motions having miscarried last year, for they respected Sir
Robert's son even in the person of his trunks."
He found, too, England such as twenty years of Sir
Robert's administration had made it.
" The country-town (and you will believe me, who, you
know, am not prejudiced) delights me : the populousness, the
ease, the gaiety, and well-dressed everybody amaze me.
Canterbury, which on my setting out I thought deplorable,
is a paradise to Modena, Reggio, Parma, &c. I had before
discovered that there was nowhere but in England the distinc-
tion of middling people; I perceive now, that there is peculiar
to us middling houses: how snug they are ! "
That letter, at a halt on the road, was written from
Sittingbourne in Kent to Mann at Florence on September 13.
It is the opening of a series that was to reach five hundred
and extend over forty years; but if the frequency of the out-
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